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The e-Business W@tch

The European Commission, Enterprise & Industry Directorate General, launched the e-Business W@tch to
monitor the growing maturity of electronic business across different sectors of the economy in the enlarged
European Union, EEA and Accession countries. Since January 2002 the e-Business W@tch has analysed e-
business developments and impacts in manufacturing, financial and service sectors. Results are available on the
internet and can be accessed or ordered via the Europa server or directly at the e Business W@tch website
(www.europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/ict/policy/watch/index.htm or www.ebusiness-watch.org).

This report is the second Sector Impact Study on electronic business in the IT services sector published by the e-
Business W@tch in the 2005 period. It presents the results of the e-Business Survey 2005. More than 5200
companies from seven EU countries were interviewed about their use of ICT and e-business in early 2005. The
results offer a comprehensive overview of the current state of e-business activity in the sector. This quantitative
report is complementary to the earlier study (July 2005), which features a qualitative assessment of current
developments and cases of e-business activity in individual enterprises.

Disclaimer

Neither the European Commission nor any person acting on behalf of the Commission is responsible for the use,
which might be made of the following information. The views expressed in this report are those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect those of the European Commission. Nothing in this report implies or expresses a
warranty of any kind. Results from this report should only be used as guidelines as part of an overall strategy. For
detailed advice on corporate planning, business processes and management, technology integration and legal or
tax issues, the services of a professional should be obtained.
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Introduction to the e-Business W@ftch

e-Business W@tch - observatory and intermediary since late 2001

The European Commission’s e-Business W@tch monitors the adoption, development and impact of
electronic business practices in different sectors of the economy in the enlarged European Union. The
background of this initiative was the eEurope 2002 Action Plan, which provided the basis for targeted
actions to stimulate the use of the Internet for accelerating e-commerce, acknowledging that
"electronic commerce is already developing dynamically in inter-business trading” and that "it is
important for SMEs not to be left behind in this process." The eEurope 2005 Action Plan confirmed
and built further upon these objectives with Action 3.1.2 "A dynamic e-business environment", which
defined the goal "to promote take-up of e-business with the aim of increasing the competitiveness of
European enterprises and raising productivity and growth through investment in information and
communication technologies, human resources (notably e-skills) and new business models".

It is against this background that the European Commission, Enterprise Directorate General, launched
the e-Business W@tch in late 2001. The objective of this initiative is to provide sectoral analysis based
on empirical research, including representative enterprise surveys in countries of the European Union,
the EEA and Accession States, with special emphasis on the implications for small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs).

Since its launch, the e-Business W@tch has published more than 60 e-Business Sector Studies on 17
different sectors of the European economy, three comprehensive synthesis reports about the status of
electronic business in the European Union, three statistical pocketbooks and various other resources
(newsletters, special issue reports, etc). These are all available on the website at www.ebusiness-
watch.org (‘resources’).

The quantitative analysis about the diffusion of ICT and e-business is based to a large extent on
regular representative surveys among decision-makers in European enterprises. The e-Business
Survey 2005 covers more than 5000 enterprises from 10 different sectors across 7 EU member states.
In addition, more than 70 case studies on e-business activity in enterprises from all EU, EEA and
Accession countries are carried out, to complement the statistical picture by a more detailed analysis
of current e-business practices.

Survey results of the previous years have confirmed the initial assumption and rationale of the e-
Business W@tch that the sector in which a firm operates and the size of a company, rather than its
location, are the main determinants of its e-business activity. The large demand for the various
publications and statistics provided by the e-Business W@tch, and their exploitation by other research
institutions (for example, in the EITO Yearbook 2003 and in the OECD Information Technology
Outlook 2004), document the demand for sectoral e-business analysis. Facilitated by positive
responses and the growing interest in its analysis, the e-Business W@tch is increasingly developing
from an observatory into a think-tank and intermediary, stimulating the debate about the economic and
policy implications of e-business among stakeholders at an international level.

The wide-angle perspective: e-Business W@tch provides the "big picture™ as a
basis for further research

The mission of the e-Business W@tch is to present a "wide-angle" perspective on e-business
developments and practices in the sectors covered. This has important implications regarding the level
of detail in which various issues can be explored, both in terms of the quantitative picture (survey) and
in terms of the qualitative assessment and background research.

Over the past 10 years, "electronic business" has increased from a very specific to a very broad topic
to be studied. The OECD proposes a definition of e-business as "automated business processes (both
intra-and inter-firm) over computer mediated networks". This definition is useful as it makes clear that
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